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Last September, NAALJ celebrated its 40th Anniversary in
high style at its annual conference held in the elegant
Peabody Hotel in downtown Memphis, Tennessee. With
gracious southern charm, we were welcomed by Memphis
Mayor A.C. Wharton as we gazed over his city from the
Peabody Rooftop Terrace. Mayor Wharton presented
President McKinney with a Key to the City of Memphis and
a Special Recognition, proclaiming a special welcome to
NAALJ.
The Honorary Chairs of the Conference, the Honorable
Bernice B. Donald, United States Court of Appeals, Sixth
Circuit, and the Honorable June C. McKinney, NAALJ
President, invited an impressive list of dignitaries for the
conference. Judge Donald put great effort into invitations for
speakers as well as conference planning administration.
Judge McKinney worked tirelessly on all conference details.
From Tennessee,
Attorney General
Robert Cooper
lectured on the topic of Ethics In Government, Supreme Court Justice
Janice Holder discussed the Informed Voter’s Project, United States
Magistrate Judge Charmaine Claxton spoke about Mediation and
Unrealistic Expectations, United States Immigration Court Judge
Rebecca L. Holt covered Assessing the Credibility of Witnesses,
Professor Christina Zawisza from the University of Memphis School of
Law gave insights to issues around Children in the Courtroom,
Professor Ernest Lidge III from the University of Memphis School of
Law addressed Ethical Considerations for ALJS, and our own
Thomas Stovall from the Tennessee Department of State covered the
topic of special education.

Above: Mayor giving
keys to the city
Right: Proclamation

But the list of dignitaries extended beyond Tennessee. Judge Donald and the Honorable
Delissa A. Ridgway, United States Court of Federal Trade, together addressed the issue of
diversity in their presentation Stranger in a Strange Land: Cross-Cultural Issues in the Courtroom. The
Honorable Marcella Holland, Retired Chief Administrative Judge, Circuit Court, Baltimore City, Maryland
covered Surviving A Case With A Self-Represented Litigant. Former FBI Agent Thomas Stutler, informed
us about Security And Risk Management For Judges. | Continued on page4
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Many of our own membership gave informative lectures and insights. The panelists
who covered the topic of Bad Behavior in the Courtroom received rave reviews,
especially the NAALJ Players who gave humorous reenactments of those moments in
court that we would all rather not experience again. Managing Complex Litigation
provided practical solutions to common procedural problems.
At the welcome lunch on Monday, we were greeted by Professor Peter Letsou, Dean
of the Memphis School of Law. He welcomed us to Memphis and told a little of the
history of the school. Chad Schmucker, President of The National Judicial College,
spoke about the importance of the administrative law judiciary and told about services
available to administrative law judges.
As qualitative as the conference was, it was not all work! The daily march of the
ducks added fun and a traditional flavor to the conference. President McKinney even
served as Honorary Duck Master one day!
The Excursion Memphis Mojo Tour was a fun way to experience some of the
musical history of Memphis as well as see historical sites. The National Civil Rights
Museum was impressive, a sobering reminder of our national history and a call for the
future. The Gibson Guitar Factory and the Cotton Exchange were also enjoyable
side trips for those attendees who slipped away from the conference for a few hours.
A number of conference participants also enjoyed the call of Beale Street with its
numerous blues and jazz band haunts and barbecue—a great local flavor!
Once again, the Silent Auction was a successful and fun competition raising money
for the NALJF. The bidding was competitive for vacation homes, sports memorabilia,
specialty food items, designer clothing, collectible glassware, and much more. The generous donations to the auction made this
possible. Many thanks are due to the non-NAALJ member volunteers without whom it would not have run so smoothly and to Li Nelson
whose event planning made it run so efficiently!
Invitation to the 40th Anniversary banquet held in September 2014.

The conference ended with the banquet at which we acknowledged the contributions and participation of many Past Presidents, other
long-time and dedicated volunteers, and our history. We now look forward to a challenging and exciting future.

40 Years of History Recorded
Two important records of our history were made in preparation for the 40th annual conference. The Honorable June C. McKinney, President, 2013-2014, is
the author of both records.
June researched, wrote and published the booklet, “40 Years of Progress: NAALJ’s Legacy The Past Presidents.” This full-color booklet contains biographical
information on all past presidents of NAALJ and photographs where available. These biographies reflect the diversity of practice within administrative law and
the administrative judiciary, and our impressive lineage of founders and leaders.
A special treat was given at the banquet with the video recording of an interview with Robert V. Steinhilber, the oldest living past president of NAALJ. Retired
Judge Steinhilber discussed various issues faced by NAALJ in its early years and how times have changed.
Both of these historical recordings are unique and timeless.
Thank you, June, for preserving this history.

NAALJ Museum
A unique and wonderful addition to the annual conference this year was the NAALJ Museum which told
the events of our 40 years of history. Open throughout the conference, attendees were able to stop in
at their leisure, browse memorabilia, remember the past and look forward to the future.
This temporary exhibition featured NAALJ’s founding, development of
affiliates, NAALJ’s advocacy through the years, conferences, trends of
membership, awards, resolutions, past presidents, publications, and
honorary members. The key works included pictures, books, important
documents, and a scrolling pictorial display.

Above and right: Exhibits at the NAALJ Museum
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NAALJ 2015 Mid-Year Conference
Administrative Law: Navigating a Sea of Change

April 19-21, 2015
Loews Hotel ~ Annapolis, Maryland
Register at www.naalj.org or call (855) 756-2255

Message from the President:
By Lynette Donner
Join us in 2015 as we travel coast-to-coast with two outstanding conferences! First, as you’ll read elsewhere in this Newsletter, we meet in Annapolis, Maryland
from April 19 through April 22 where we’ll explore “Administrative Law: Navigating a Sea of Change.” Join us on the shores of Chesapeake Bay as we delve
into issues of common interest, as well as some issues which may seem to be unique to the Bay area, but easily have carryover application to other
jurisdictions and subject areas as well. The stay at the newly renovated Loews Annapolis Hotel in historic Annapolis, minutes away from the Maryland State
House, also promises to be a treat to remember.
Next, start planning now to travel to the Pacific Northwest for our Annual meeting and conference to be held from October 11 through October 14 in Portland,
Oregon! We will enjoy the downtown Portland’s Embassy Suites hotel. The all-suite hotel is only two blocks from Portland’s Max Light Railway System, and is
near shops, museums, restaurants, entertainment, and more. Portland prides itself in its artistic community, and if you come a day early, you can make plans to
enjoy the Portland Open Studios, an annual self-guided tour to visit the studios of 96 artists throughout the metro area. I hope to make it out to the Portland
Japanese Garden, 5.5-acres nestled in the scenic west hills of Portland, said to be the most authentic Japanese garden outside of Japan. The programming
committee is developing a comprehensive educational agenda, with intended highlights to include analysis of Oregon’s recent legalization of recreational
marijuana, considered in light of issues which have arisen in Washington and Colorado, as well as the interplay between state and federal law.
Another area of presentation will be Infringement Upon Administrative Law Judge Independence. This is an area of strong personal interest for me, as in
Iowa I see the concept of independence of the administrative judiciary being rather systematically underidden, whether it be through implicit or explicit pressure
being placed upon administrative law judges by members of a state agency to rule in a particular way, either in a particular case or as a general application of
how a law should be interpreted or applied. In the past, non-politically appointed chief administrative law judges provided a certain amount of “buffering” of
those attempts to erode the decision-making independence of the rank-and-file administrative law judges, but those buffers are being removed. This appears
to be an issue of increasing concern across the country, and one with which NAALJ as an organization should be greatly concerned.
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The 2015 NAALJ Mid-Year Conference
Administrative Law: Navigating a Sea of Change
The 2015 NAALJ Mid-Year Conference will be held at the Loew’s Annapolis Hotel in Annapolis, Maryland. The dates: April 19-21, 2015. Annapolis, the State
Capital of Maryland, is world-renowned as America's Sailing Capital. With miles of Chesapeake Bay shoreline and endless American history, Annapolis will
wow you. Arrive early Sunday and tour the United States Naval Academy, Maryland State House or just spend your time strolling along the brick-paved streets
of this quaint bayside town, lined with more 18th century structures than any other city in America.
This year’s conference focuses on such key topics as the Affordable Care Act - implementation and effect on the aged and on undocumented aliens,
immigration, evidence in administrative proceedings, and issues in gender identification and public accommodation, among others. After you arrive Sunday,
pick up your registration materials and head to the Welcome Reception to greet old friends and meet new peers from around the country. Over the next two
days you’ll hear experts speak on important issues facing adjudicators in all areas of administrative law. Featured speakers include Jennifer Goldberg, Director
for Elder Law & Health Care, Maryland Legal Aid Bureau; Timothy F. Maloney, Esq. speaking on the origin and history of the central panel; Hon. James T.
Murray, National Appeals Division, U.S. Department of Agriculture; Hon. Alycia O’Bear, Deputy General Counsel, Division of Administrative Law, State of
Louisiana; and Hon. Lynette Donner, Administrative Law Judge for the Iowa Work Force Development and current President of NAALJ, among many others on
the program.
View the full schedule at www.naalj.org and register online or call the NAALJ office at (855) 756-2255. See you in Annapolis!

Iowa Affiliate News
On September 29, 2014 the Iowa association hosted our fall continuing education conference. A number of us had traveled to the NAALJ Annual Meeting in
Chicago in the fall of 2013 and were impressed by Illinois Circuit Court of Cook County Judge Sophia Hall, who spoke at a break out session at that
conference. We invited her to share her message to our audience in Iowa and she graciously accepted the invitation to be our keynote presenter on
Enhancing Judicial Impartiality and Fairness at our Fall 2014 conference. She was very well received, as were sessions on “the Compassionate ALJ,” a
comparison between our state’s judicial code of ethics and our ALJ code of ethics, and a presentation on the “Role of Decorum in Administrative Law
Proceedings.” We are now looking forward to our Spring 2015 conference to be held on April 27, 2015. Our keynote speaker will be Jim Gerl, Special
Education Law Consultant of West Virginia.
Also at our September meeting the Iowa association adopted a resolution regarding the importance of the independence of the administrative judiciary. The
text of the resolution can be found at: http://www.naalj.org/iowa. The resolution was adopted in response to some serious challenges being faced in Iowa to
the independence of the administrative judiciary; the specific issue being dealt with in the resolution was the supervision of rank and file administrative law
judges by non-merit political appointees. The position taken by the Iowa association is that “to the maximum extent permitted by law, administrative
adjudicators as well as those who immediately supervise administrative adjudicators should be merit employees,” in other words, not at will or political
appointees.
On a not-so-unrelated note, in January Iowa bid farewell to long-time NAALJ and IAALJ leader Judge Steve Wise. Judge Wise has taken an administrative
law judge position in the state of Montana. Sadly, as a result we will soon also lose our current association secretary Judge Debra Wise, who will soon be
transitioning to Montana as well. Iowa’s loss is Montana’s gain; we are expecting that there soon will be a brand new Montana affiliate organized and ready to
join NAALJ!

Past Event Highlight - How to Become an Administrative Law Judge

Above: attendees at the How To Become An
Administrative Law Judge Panel.

On January 22, 2015, the Illinois Association
of Administrative Law Judges in partnership
with the Black Women Lawyer’s Association’s,
Government Services Sub-Committee, hosted
a dinner and panel discussion entitled, How
to Become an Administrative Law Judge.
Nearly 50 attendees received invaluable
career information and spent time networking
with current Administrative Law Judges.
Above from (L) to (R): BWLA Government
Above: Hon. Camela A.
BWLA would like to thank the panelists, Hon. Services Sub-Committee Co-Chair, Jamie
Gardner
Manning, Hon. Sherry Thompson, Hon. Camela
Audrey Wade, Chief Hearing Officer, Office
A. Gardner, and Hon. John C. Allen.
of the General Counsel, Chicago Housing Authority; Hon. John C.
Allen IV, Director/Chief Administrative Law Judge, Cook County
Office of Administrative Hearings; Hon. Sherry Thompson, Regional Chief Administrative Law Judge, Office of
Disability Adjudication & Review, Social Security Administration; and moderator Hon. Camela A. Gardner,
President, Illinois Association of Administrative Law Judges and Administrative Law Judge, Illinois Department of
Public Health. Special thanks to Greenberg Traurig for hosting this event.
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New E-Filing System Coming to OAH
The North Carolina Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) is in the process of developing an electronic filing system. OAH had planned for this system to
follow the implementation of the new OAH database and case management system for contested case hearings (AMCAD). However, American Cadastre
(AMCAD) declared bankruptcy in 2014 and OAH must now replace the AMCAD case management system.
Both the electronic filing system and the new case management system will be based on the systems developed and implemented in the Florida Division of
Administrative Hearings (FL DOAH). The FL DOAH generously granted NC OAH the complete code for their electronic filing and case management
systems. These systems are currently being modified to operate within the requirements of NC OAH.
In order to provide a controlled changeover from paper to electronic filing, OAH will phase in the new system. Beginning with basic functions and with
optional use, OAH will move, over a period of a year or more, to a mandatory usage requirement. OAH looks forward to full implementation of both systems
during 2015.
The North Carolina Office of Administrative Hearings
This new e-filing system offers many advantages both to OAH and to the public. Some of these advantages are:
• Instant filing and service
• Instant knowledge of case status
• Reduction in time and travel
• Individualized case management
This new e-filing approach will also bring a new business style to OAH. Technology will replace paper, electronic filing will replace personal filing, and an
electronic system will replace a clerical system.

International Academy for Judges Program 2015
The fourth summer session of the International Academy for Judges will take place this coming July, offering three courses
taught by top legal scholars and judges of the International Academy for Judges at the University of Haifa Faculty of Law. This
summer workshop, as the previous ones, will also facilitate interesting and valuable exchanges between judges from various
countries. As the result of a sharp increase in accommodation costs, fees rose to $6000. Scholarships will be available for
some of the participants of this program. The scholarships will cover the tuition part of the total participation (up to $3000) and for
a few participants also part of the accommodation costs. They will not cover travel to Israel/Haifa and related costs.
The deadline for applying to the program is April 15th, 2015. There is a rolling admission process, as well as scholarship
allocation. Interested judges may take part in this exciting venture.
Additional information may be found at http://weblaw.haifa.ac.il/en/JudgesAcademy.

SAVE THE DATE
NAALJ 41st Annual Conference
Embassy Suites Downtown
Portland, Oregon
October 11-14, 2015
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